
 

 

 

Curtin Corner 

Curtin Corner is a weekly seminar series that features a broad range of topics in a seminar 

and discussion format. It is managed by The John Curtin Institute of Public Policy (JCIPP). 

Please find below, seminar and (free) registration details for this week's seminar. 

PowerPoints from previous Curtin Corners are available for viewing here. 

  
 

Creative Destruction and the Bumpy Road to Economic 
Growth: Schumpeter’s Relevance Today 
Emeritus Professor Harry Bloch 
School of Economics and Finance 
Curtin Business School 
Date: Friday 2 March 2018 

 

Time: 4:00pm – 5:00pm, with refreshments to follow 
 

Venue: Council Chambers 
Building 100, Level 3 
Curtin Bentley Campus 

 

Register: Online: Click here to register 
Email: jcipp@curtin.edu.au 
Phone: 9266 2807 
Click here to join the JCIPP email list 

 
Economists have been rightly chastised for not having given warning of the Global Financial 
Crisis and, more generally, for not having much useful to say about the phenomena of 
financial instability, disruptive technologies and structural change. Twentieth-century 
economist Joseph Schumpeter challenged the orthodox economic theory of steady growth, 
which both then and now is based on relatively smooth processes of population expansion, 
mechanisation and economies of scale. Instead, Schumpeter argued for a theory of 
innovation-driven growth, based on disruptive change in the way of doing things. As he so 
aptly put it, ‘Add successively as many mail coaches as you please, you will never get a 
railway thereby.’ Schumpeter’s theory leads to conclusions differing sharply from those of 
modern orthodox analysis. Schumpeterian growth is inherently uneven over time (in the form 
of business cycles) and across firms, industries and countries (as captured in his concept of 
“creative destruction”). An overview of Schumpeter’s theory, its context and its relevance 
today is the subject of this presentation. 

 
About the Speaker 
 
Harry Bloch is currently John Curtin Distinguished Emeritus at Curtin University, having 
previously been Professor of Economics (1997 to 2012) and Dean for Research and 
Development (2012) in the Curtin Business School as well as founding director of Director of 
the Centre for Research in Applied Economics (2006 to 2009). Prior to joining Curtin, he held 
academic positions at the University of Tasmania, University of Denver, University of 
Manitoba, University of British Columbia and Illinois Institute of Technology. He has been co-
editor (2000 to 2002) and editor (2002 to 2006) of the Economic Record. He is a Fellow of the 
Academy of the Social Sciences in Australia, an Honorary Fellow of the Economic Society of 
Australia and received the Austin Holmes Award from the Economic Society of Australia (WA 
Branch) in 2016.  
 
Harry’s research interests cover industrial economics, pricing behaviour, international trade, 
economic development, productivity growth, history of economic thought and price theory. 
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Most recently he has been working on the development of an evolutionary alternative to neo-
classical price theory. He has published over 100 academic journal articles, more than two 
dozen book chapters and edited two books. This Curtin Corner seminar will also be an 
opportunity to launch Harry’s new book, Schumpeter’s Price Theory, which has been recently 
published by Routledge. 

 
Upcoming Events: 

Friday 9 March 2018 
4:00pm – 5:00pm 
Council Chambers 
Bldg. 100 Level 3 
Curtin Bentley Campus 

Low inflation in advanced economies: causes 
and challenges for central banks  
Dr Hervé Le Bihan 
Visiting Research Fellow, CBS, and  
Economist,  Banque de France 

Friday 16 March 2018 
4:00pm – 5:00pm 
Curtin University Business School 
78 Murray St, Perth 

BP as a catalyst for the Kwinana Industrial 
Area  
Georgia Harford-Mills 
Research Officer, Committee for Perth 

Friday 23 March 2018 
4:00pm – 5:00pm 
Curtin University Business School 
78 Murray St, Perth 

Putting the West in Westminster 
Janine Freeman MLA 
Member for Mirrabooka 

 


