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This year presented some significant challenges and opportunities for the Economic Society
of Australia’s WA Branch. We started the huge task of preparing to hold the Australian
Conference of Economists (ACE) in Perth in July 2020, and with the COVID-19 pandemic, had
to rapidly re-think our plans not only to hold the conference, but also our way of operating.

| would like to take this opportunity to thank each of our Office Bearers and Council
members, those present and those unable to make it tonight, for all their contributions to
our activities both those already successful, and those still to bear fruit.

| also would like to thank those people who have contributed to the WA Branch over the
year, including the WEN Committee, the ACE organising committee, other State Branches
and the Central Council, speakers who have given up their time to make our events
successful and last but not least, our administrator Sue DeBrett who has worked tirelessly to
support all aspects of the WA Branch. Thank you all.

Although the year has been challenging, it has provided a spotlight for economists to discuss
important issues on a national and international stage. As individuals, as a society and as a
profession we have made a significant contribution to the agenda, albeit sometimes
controversially. We need to work to continue to participate in the discussion into the future
by making economics more accessible, more mainstream and better understood as a way of
thinking.

As a State Branch, we had many notable highlights this year:

e We held events including Policy in the Pub, WEN with Wine, a YEN quiz, and
partnered with Women in Economics and Women in Business.

e We worked to formalise our relationships with partners including the Economics
Teachers’ Association of WA, the Department of Treasury and Finance, Curtin
University and UWA.

e We adapted to move to a virtual presence, including contributing to the national
seminar program of 19 events covering topics both COVID-related, and not, hosting
the Young Economists Debate albeit in an online format, increasing our social media
presence, and starting our new podcast.

e We planned for, deferred and started re-planning the Australian Conference of
Economists.
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e We gained our highest number of members on record at 109. This compares with 96
in July 2019, and 90 in July 2018.

| am looking forward to seeing the continuation of our solid work in 2019/20 as we seek to
deliver a new-look national conference, and work to continue to deliver value for our
members encouraging the teaching, studying and discussion of economic concepts.

It is in that context, | congratulate our student award winners for the 2019 academic year:

e Gabrielle Ashworth, the third-year student achieving the highest GPA in an
economics major in 2019 at the University of Notre Dame

e Chanista Govender, the highest achieving student in ECON2006 Applied Economics in
2019 at Curtin University of Technology

e Liam Kearney, the highest achieving graduating student in the Bachelor of Commerce
with Honours in Economics in 2019 at the University of Western Australia

e Ashleigh Sanders, the highest achieving student in BUSN1000 Economics in 2019 at
the University of Notre Dame

e Cody Walsh, the highest achieving graduating student in the Bachelor of Commerce
(Honours) Economics in 2019 at Curtin University of Technology

Each year the Society judges the best honours thesis in economics examined in Western
Australia. This year we had Emeritus Professor Ken Clements, judge the papers. Liam
Kearney’s dissertation, Effects of Australian Inward FDI: A Time-Series Approach received
this award.

I look forward to hosting the award winners at tonight’s event and hearing from Liam on his
recent research.

Thankyou once again to everyone who gave up their time and expertise to the Society this
year.

Erin Stone, President
Economic Society of Australia (WA Branch)



