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Good evening everyone.
Welcome to the Economic Society of Australia WA Branch’s 2022/23 AGM and Annual Dinner.

Can | start by acknowledging the traditional custodians of the land on which we hold this meeting —
the Whadjuk people of the Noongar nation. We pay our respect to their elders past, present and
emerging and recognise their continuing connection to Country.

We have picked up the pace with face-to-face events over the past 12 months. Our first Economic
Forum, held as part of Social Science Week, was on The Impact of Climate Change on WA
Agriculture. Topics addressed included:
e Achieving carbon neutrality in agriculture (Professor Ross Kingwell)
e C(Climate change and climate change policy: implications for WA agriculture (Dr Richard
Harper)
e Food security, healthy diets and the environment (Professor Anu Rammohan)

Our second Economic Forum was on the topic Inflation and the Reserve Bank. The topics addressed
included:

e Inflation over the long term (Professor Ken Clements)

e Government policy and housing affordability: Interest rates and beyond (Professor Rachel
Viforj)

o Reform of the RBA (Nicky Cusworth).

As part of Social Science Week (2023) Professor Paul Flatau gave a presentation entitled Wealth and
Giving in Australia: An Examination of the Evidence and Implications.

| took the opportunity to attend ACE2023 in Brisbane in July. Alison also attended the Conference. |
believe it was a very successful conference, well run with very good keynote speakers. | would
strongly recommended members consider attending ACE2024 in Adelaide next year.

Young economists represent the future of the Society. To acknowledge this the Branch each year
makes awards to the top students in economics at the five universities. This year’s winners will be
announced at the dinner. Those present at the dinner will be presented with their award.

| look forward to presenting the awards during tonight’s dinner. | would encourage you to join the
Society and become actively involved in Branch and National activities. Also, please encourage your
mates to join.

The Society also recognises people who have made a substantial contribution to the economics and
the Society. In this regard, it is my pleasure to recognise the following two people.
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First, the Branch’s Austin Holmes Award for 2023 has been awarded to Professor Alan Duncan,
Director of the Bankwest Curtin Economics Centre. I'll present the Award to Alan during the Dinner.

Second, the Branch has awarded Peter Kolf a Life Membership for his significant contribution to the
Society. Again, I'll present the award to Peter at the Dinner.

Finally, | would like to thank those people who have contributed to the WA Branch over the year,
especially our Committee, the WEN and YEN Committees, and our administrator Manuela Torgler,
who have worked tirelessly to support all aspects of the WA Branch.

| would encourage those of you who are not on the Committee to consider joining.
Please enjoy the dinner.
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