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Good evening.
Welcome to the Economic Society of Australia WA Branch’s 2024/25 AGM.

Can | start by acknowledging the traditional custodians of the land on which we hold this meeting —
the Whadjuk people of the Noongar nation. We pay our respect to their elders past, present and
emerging and recognise their continuing connection to Country.

ITEM 4: PRESIDENTS REPORT

2025 is a very significant year for the Economic Society of Australia as it is the Society’s 100%™
anniversary. In fact, today, the 27" of August is the day 100 years ago that the Society was
established by Sir Douglas Copland as the Economic Society of Australia and New Zealand. New
Zealand later went its own way.

The Society celebrated its 100" anniversary at ACE2025 in Sydney. Alison Preston, Riko Stevens and |
attended the Conference, which was held at the Sydney Masonic Centre. One session was devoted
to the history of the Society with Dr Alex Millmow, an Honorary Research Fellow at Federation
University Australia giving a presentation on his recently completed history of the Economic Society
of Australia to be published later this year entitled An Evolving Record: A Centennial History of The
Economic Society of Australia commissioned by the Economic Society of Australia in celebration of
the Society’s 100" anniversary. | have read a draft, and it provides an easy-to-read and riveting
discussion of the development of economics in Australia, including the leading lights and the role the
Society played. | would most certainly recommend you read it

In July this year the WA Branch joined with the History of Economic Thought Society of Australia to
host a presentation by Dr. Millmow on his book at its 2025 Annual Conference .

Membership of the Branch is holding up, especially supported by an increase in student members.
There continues to be an interest in Professional Membership.

This year we introduced our Economics on the Swan series to be held at the UWA University Club.
The inaugural speaker in the series was Dr Andrew Leigh who spoke on the topic ‘Why Competition
Reform Is More Fun Than It Looks — and More Significant Than You Thought'.

The next event in the series will feature Danielle Wood, Chair of the Productivity Commission.

This year’s Shann Lecture will be delivered by Michelle Bullock, Governor of the Reserve Bank, on
Wednesday 3™ September.

WEN and YEN have been active this year. They will report separately on their activities.
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Young economists represent the future of the Society. To acknowledge this the Branch each year
presents awards to the top students in economics at the five universities. This year’s winners will be
announced at the Annual Dinner to follow this meeting.

| look forward to presenting the awards to those prize winners present. As well as a cheque, the
prize winners will receive one year’s free membership of the WA Branch. We hope this will
encourage them to become actively involved in the Society.

We are also encouraging a young economist to join the WA Branch Council.

The WA Branch also recognises people who have made a substantial contribution to the economics
in WA and the Society through the Austin Holmes Award and Life Membership of the Society
respectively. This year it is my pleasure to recognise the contribution of two members of the Society.

First, the Branch has awarded Emeritus Professor Harry Bloch a Life Membership in recognition of
his significant contribution to the Society over many years.

Second, the Austin Holmes Award has been awarded to Professor Alison Preston for her outstanding
contribution to the economics profession in Western Australia through her extensive research and
policy formulation in labour economics and the Australian labour market.

I'll provide more detail on each on Harry and Alison when | present the awards during the Dinner.

Finally, I'm stepping down as President of the WA Branch. After around 5 years in the position, |
believe it is time for someone else to have a go. | commenced in a baptism of fire — as co-convenor,
along with Michael McLure, of a virtual ACE2021. As it turned out, it went very well under the
circumstances.

| would like to thank those people who have contributed to the WA Branch over the five years of my
tenure, especially our Council, the WEN and YEN Committees, and our administrator Manuela
Torgler, who have worked tirelessly to support all aspects of the WA Branch.

| would particularly like to thank Alison, Riko and Nicky for the considerable support they have
provided along the way. | leave knowing the WA Branch is in good hands.

For those attending the dinner, please enjoy.
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