
ESAWA PRESIDENT’S REPORT TO 2022 AGM 

HELLO AND WELCOME TO THE 2022 AGM OF THE ESAWA 

FOR THOSE OF YOU THAT DON’T KNOW ME, MY NAME IS JOHN ROBERTS AND I’M PRESIDENT OF 

THE WESTERN AUSTRALIAN BRANCH OF THE ECONOMIC SOCIETY OF AUSTRALIA.   

MAY I START BY ACKNOWLEDGING THE TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS OF THE COUNTRY ON WHICH WE 

MEET - THE WHADJUK PEOPLE OF THE NOONGAR NATION. WE PAY OUR RESPECT TO THEIR ELDERS 

PAST, PRESENT AND EMERGING AND RECOGNISE THEIR CONTINUING CONNECTION TO COUNTRY.  

I WOULD LIKE TO OFFER A SPECIAL WELCOME TO OUR PRIZE WINNERS. 

2022 FOR THE SOCIETY HAS BEEN ONE OF RECOVERY FROM THE COVID RESTICTIONS THAT 

PREVALED OVER 2020-21.  

WHILE THE COVID RESTRICTIONS HAVE GRADUALLY LOOSENED, THERE HAS BEEN A RELUCTANCE OF 

MANY MEMBERS TO JOIN IN FACE-TO-FACE FUNCTIONS. 

HOWEVER, RATHER THAN HOLDING FUNCTIONS VIA ZOOM/TEAMS WE MADE A DECISION TO HOLD 

SHORTER SINGLE TOPIC FACE-TO-FACE FORUMS RATHER THAN THE TRADITIONAL DAY-LONG 

FORUM. 

TWO FORUMS WERE HELD 

THE FIRST FORUM LOOKED AT THE IMPACT OF THE TIMING OF BORDER RE-OPENING ON THE 

OMICRON DISEASE BURDEN IN WA 

THE SECOND FORUM EXAMINED THE IMPACT OF CLIMATE CHANGE ON WA AGRICULTURE 

BOTH ATTRACTED INTEREST AND WERE REASONABLY WELL ATTENDED 

THE WA BRANCH OF THE ECONOMIC SOCIETY OF AUSTRALIA HAS FOR MANY YEARS GIVEN AWARDS 

TO DISTINGUISHED ECONOMISTS WHO HAVE MADE OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE 

ECONOMICS PROFESSION IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA, IN 1987, THIS AWARD WAS RENAMED THE 

AUSTIN HOLMES AWARD IN HONOUR OF AUSTIN HOLMES, A RENOWNED WESTERN AUSTRALIAN 

ECONOMIST. 

THE INAUGURAL AUSTIN HOLMES AWARD WAS MADE IN 1987 TO PROFESSOR NORMAN DUFTY. 

THE PRESENTATION OF THE AWARD WAS MADE IN APRIL 1988 BY MRS EDITH HOLMES, AUSTIN’S 

WIDOW. EDITH’S VISIT TO WA FOR THE EVENT WAS SUPPORTED BY THE RESERVE BANK OF 

AUSTRALIA WHERE AUSTIN SPENT A LARGE PART OF HIS CAREER. IN 2018 THE AUSTIN HOLMES 

AWARD WENT TO PROFESSOR KEN CLEMENTS. 

IN 2021 THE AWARD WENT TO PROFESSOR MICHAEL MCLURE OF UWA. IN RECOGNITION OF HIS 

AWARD, MICHAEL WILL BE MAKING A PRESENTATION FOLLOWING THE AGM. HIS TOPIC WILL BE 

ECONOMICS AND EVIDENCE BASED POLICY 

I’LL PROVIDE A MORE DETAILED INTRODUCTION TO MICHAEL AT THAT POINT. 

AFTER A FEW FALSE STARTS WE MANAGED TO HOLD THE SHANN LECTURE THIS YEAR. THE SHANN 

LECTURE IS A JOINT FUNCTION WITH THE UWA BUSINESS SCHOOL. 



THIS YEAR THE SHANN LECTURER WAS MEGAN QUINN SECRETARY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 

INDUSTRY, SCIENCE AND RESOURCES. 

HER TOPIC ‘A PERSPECTIVE ON THE FINANCIAL SYSTEM THROUGH COVID AND BEYOND’ PROVIDED 

AN INSIDERS VIEW OF THE FRANTIC FEW MONTHS IN THE FINANCIAL SECTOR FOLLOWING THE 

COVID OUTBREAK. 

I WOULD LIKE TO END WITH A FEW THANKYOUS 

FIRST TO THE COMMITTEE FOR YOUR WORK AND SUPPORT DURING THE YEAR. ALL OUR MEETINGS 

WERE VIA ZOOM/TEAMS, WHICH MEANT WE MISSED THE FACE-TO-FACE CONTACT, WHICH I 

BELIEVE IS VERY IMPORTANT FOR COMMITTEES LIKE OURS. 

SECOND A SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SECRETARY, KRISTINA PRIMUS AND OUR TREASURER, PETER 

SHARDLOW. BOTH ARE STEPPING DOWN FROM THEIR POSTIONS, ALTHOUGH PETER HAS AGREED 

TO REMAIN ON THE COMMITTEE. JOB WELL DONE TO BOTH OF YOU 

THIRD, ANOTHER SPECIAL THANK YOU TO ALISON PRESTON, OUR VICE PRESIDENT, WHO HAS 

SUPPORT ME THROUGHOUT THE YEAR  

FINALLY, I WOULD LIKE TO RECOGNISE THE IMMENSE CONTRBUTION OF PETER KOLF TO THE WA 

BRANCH OF THE SOCIETY. PETER IS STEPPING DOWN THIS YEAR. AS I SAID, PETER HAS MADE A 

SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE ESA IN WA, INCLUDING AS PRESIDENT OF THE WESTERN 

AUSTRALIAN BRANCH FROM 2017 TO 2019, DURING WHICH TIME HE COMMENCED PLANNING FOR 

ACE2022, INCLUDING SELECTION OF THE CONFERENCE ORGANISER. PETER RETIRED IN 2022, BUT 

HAS REMAINED AN ACTIVE MEMBER OF THE WESTERN AUSTRALIAN BRANCH OF THE ESA. 

IT IS WORTH NOTING THAT DURING HIS DISTINGUISHED CAREER PETER HAS ALSO NURTURED THE 

DEVELOPMENT OF A GENERATION OF YOUNG ENERGY INDUSTRY PERSONNEL AND COMMITTED 

PUBLIC SERVANTS, WITH A GREAT NUMBER OF THEM BECOMING EXPERTS AND LEADERS IN THE 

ENERGY FIELD. 

PROFESSOR MICHAEL MCLURE 

MICHAEL IS PROFESSOR OF ECONOMICS AT THE UWA BUSINESS SCHOOL. HIS LONG TERM PROJECTS 

INCLUDE INTELLECTUAL HISTORIES OF VILFREDO PARETO (HE LEARNT ITALIAN TO PURSUE HIS 

INTEREST IN PARETO), AC PIGOU AND THE CAMBRIDGE SCHOOL. 

HIS RESEARCH IS FOCUSED ON THE HISTORY OF ECONOMIC THOUGHT. MAJOR WORKS INCLUDE: 

• CO-EDITOR OF THE ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF PARETO’S “MANUAL OF POLITICAL 

ECONOMY: A CRITICAL AND VARIORUM EDITION” OXFORD UP 

• AUTHOR OF “THE PARETIAN SCHOOL AND ITALIAN FISCAL SOCIOLOGY” PALGRAVE 

MACMILLAN 

• VARIOUS ARTICLES IN HISTORY OF POLITICAL ECONOMY; EUROPEAN JOURNAL OF THE 

HISTORY OF ECONOMIC THOUGHT; CAMBRIDGE JOURNAL OF ECONOMICS; HISTORY OF ECONOMICS 

REVIEW 

MICHAEL HAS CONTRIBUTED TO THE PROFESSION AND THE ACADEME AS: 

• MEMBER, UWA ACADEMIC BOARD 



• LONG-STANDING MEMBER AND PRESIDENT OF THE ECONOMIC SOCIETY OF AUSTRALIA WA 

BRANCH 

• FOUNDER OF THE VERY SUCCESSFUL PHILOSOPHY, POLITICS AND ECONOMICS STREAM AT 

UWA 

• FOUNDER AND CONVENOR OF THE UWA HISTORY AND PHILOSOPHY OF SOCIAL SCIENCES 

NETWORK, A MULTI-DISCIPLINED, CROSS UNIVERSITY RESEARCH GROUP EXAMINING THE SOCIAL 

SCIENCES 

• MOST RECENTLY, AS A CO-CONVENOR OF THE 2021 AUSTRALIAN CONFERENCE OF 

ECONOMISTS  

IN OCTOBER 2020, HE WAS AWARDED THE PREMIO GALILEO GALILEI BY THE FONDAZIONE PREMIO 

INTERNAZIONALE GALILEO GALILEI DEI ROTARY CLUB ITALIANI FOR HIS CONTRIBUTION TO THE 

HISTORY OF ITALIAN ECONOMICS. 

MICHAEL’S CONTRIBUTION IS ALSO EVIDENT IN THE TIME AND FOCUS HE UNDERTAKES IN ORDER TO 

PROMOTE THE STUDY OF ECONOMIC HISTORY, HISTORY OF ECONOMIC THOUGHT AND ECONOMICS 

AT UNDERGRADUATE AND POST GRADUATE LEVEL. 

AT A PERSONAL LEVEL, I HAVE KNOWN MICHAEL FOR A NUMBER OF YEARS AND HAVE ALWAYS 

FOUND HIM VERY APPROACHABLE AND A SOURCE OF EXCELLENT ADVICE AND WISDOM. 


