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The Economic Society of Australia (WA Branch)  
2025 Annual General Meeting Minutes 
5:30 PM Wednesday 27 August 2025 
The University Club of Western Australia, 1 Hackett Drive, Crawley WA 6009 
 

Item 1: Meeting administration 

Chair of the meeting 

The President chaired the meeting. 

Welcome and apologies 

Attendance: Paul Azzalini, Harry Bloch, David Christmas, Ken Clements, Nicky Cusworth, Siobhan 
Dickinson, Mike Dockery, Alan Duncan, Paula Gadsby, Mehardeep Kaur, Hukambir Singh Kohli, 
Peter Kolf, Anusha Mahendra, Michael McLure, Oanh Nguyen, Margaret Nowak, Alison Preston, 
John Roberts (President), Riko Stevens, Yanrui Wu 

Apologies: David Gilchrist, Cassandra Winzar 

Minutes of the previous meeting 

It was proposed that the minutes of the 2024 Annual General Meeting held on Wednesday 
18 September 2024 be approved as a true and accurate record of that meeting. 

Moved: Nicky Cusworth; seconded: Alison Preston. Outcome: carried 

Item 2: Matters arising 
There were no matters arising. 

Item 3: Ratification of WA Branch decisions at meetings since the last Annual 
General Meeting 
As no General Meetings had been held since the 2024 AGM, there were no WA Branch meeting 
decisions to be ratified. 

Item 4: President’s Report 
John Roberts delivered the President’s Report.  

2025 is a very significant year for the Economic Society of Australia as it is the Society’s 100th 
anniversary.  John, Alison Preston and Riko Stevens attended the Society’s 100th anniversary at 
ACE2025 in Sydney. The ESA will later this year publish a history of the Society by Dr Alex 
Millmow commemorating the anniversary.  In July 2025 the WA Branch joined with the History 
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of Economic Thought Society of Australia to host a presentation by Dr. Millmow on his 
forthcoming book.  

Membership of the Branch is holding up, especially supported by an increase in student 
members. There continues to be an interest in Professional Membership. 

This year we introduced our Economics on the Swan series of presentations to be held at the 
University Club. The inaugural speaker was Dr Andrew Leigh who spoke on ‘Why Competition 
Reform Is More Fun Than It Looks – and More Significant Than You Thought’. 

The next event in the series will feature Danielle Wood, Chair of the Productivity Commission. 
This year’s Shann Lecture will be delivered by Michelle Bullock, Governor of the Reserve Bank 
3rd September. 

Several leading economics students from WA universities have been awarded student prizes that 
will be presented at the Annual Dinner following the Annual General Meeting. 

The WA Branch also recognises people who have made a substantial contribution to economics 
in WA and to the Society through the Austin Holmes Award and Life Membership of the Society 
respectively. This year the Branch has awarded Emeritus Professor Harry Bloch Life Membership 
in recognition of his significant contribution to the Society over many years.  The Austin Holmes 
Award has been awarded to Professor Alison Preston for her outstanding contribution to the 
economics profession in Western Australia through her extensive research and policy 
formulation in labour economics and the Australian labour market. 

John announced that he is stepping down as President at this Annual General Meeting and 
thanked those who have contributed to the WA Branch over the five years of his tenure, 
especially our Council, the WEN and YEN Committees, our administrator Manuela Torgler, and 
office bearers Alison Preston, Riko Stevens and Nicky Cusworth.  

It was proposed that the President’s Report for 2024-25 be accepted. 

Moved: John Roberts; seconded: Riko Stevens. Outcome: carried  

Item 5: Treasurer’s Report 
Treasurer Riko Stevens spoke to a written Treasurer’s Report for 2024-25 that was tabled at the 
meeting. 

5.1 Income and Expenditure 

The Society made a net deficit of $95 in 2024-25, compared to a net deficit of $8,615 in 2023-24 
and a net surplus of $495 in 2022-23. Difficulties in processing payments during the previous two 
years distorted the data, and the average net deficit of about $4,000 provides a more meaningful 
comparison with the current year’s net deficit figure. 

Total income from membership and events of $9,510 was $1,445 more than in 2023-24.  Interest 
income was significantly higher ($1,898.22 compared to $147.39), mainly because funds were 
transferred into term deposits attracting higher interest. The cost of sales (events and journals) 
fell from $7,933.20 to $7,402.10, and expenses fell from $8,892.84 to $4,101.93.  

It was noted that the usual pattern is for the society to make modest deficits most years but 
substantial surpluses in the years when Western Australia hosts the Annual Conference of 
Economists. This is next scheduled to occur in 2029. 
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5.2 Balance Sheet 

At the end of 2024-25 total assets were $56,617, down $301 from the same time last year. Total 
liabilities were $342, all of which was GST payable/receivable. 

5.3 Membership Fees 

Council has recommended a reduction in fees for student and ordinary members. It was moved 
that the proposed fee structure of $90 (previously $99) for Ordinary Members, $25 (previously 
$36) for Student Members and $135 for Professional Members be accepted and implemented as 
soon as practicable after the Annual General Meeting.  

Moved: Riko Stevens; seconded: Paula Gadsby. Outcome: carried 

It was proposed that the Treasurer’s Report be accepted, and the financial statements for the 
2024-25 financial year be ratified. 

Moved: Riko Stevens; seconded: David Christmas. Outcome: carried 

Item 6: Organisational Reports 

6.1 Women in Economics Network Report 

Paula Gadsby is Chair of the Women in Economics Network (WEN) and presented a report on 
activity over the past year. 

It has been a good year for engaging members in social and networking events, with career-
focussed wine and cheese evenings proving popular.  Speakers have included Jenness Gardner, 
Chief Executive Officer of the Economic Regulation Authority; Kaylene Gulich, Chief Executive 
Officer at Treasury Corporation; and Melinda Cilento, Chief Executive Officer of the Committee 
for Economic Development of Australia (CEDA). In September WEN will host Reserve Bank of 
Australia Governor Michelle Bullock, who will be in Perth to deliver the Shann Lecture; and in 
October they will host Productivity Commission Chair Danielle Wood, who will also be in Perth to 
present at an ESAWA function. 

CEDA has kindly allowed WEN to hold events over the past year in its board room, but as the 
room is fairly small, numbers attending events have been limited. The Chamber of Minerals and 
Energy has offered to WEN the use of its board room. As this is larger, events should be able to 
accommodate more attendees in future. 

WEN also proposes to hold other events including “Policy in the Pub” sessions. 

It was proposed that the WEN report be accepted.  

Moved: Paula Gadsby; seconded: David Christmas. Outcome: carried 

6.2 Young Economists’ Network Report 

Anusha Mahendra is Chair of the Young Economists’ Network (YEN), but as her arrival at the 
meeting was delayed, John Roberts initially summarised the activity of the Young Economists’ 
Network in the past year.  

YEN’s main event this year was a training session in May 2025 on Computable General 
Equilibrium modelling led by Zac Muscat of the WA Department of Treasury that was very well 
attended. Mr Muscat will run a second workshop in September on Excel Modelling and Policy 
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Costing Models. YEN has also given members access to a range of online webinars and events 
and plans a quiz night later in the year. 

Anusha arrived a little later in the meeting and confirmed John’s summary, at which point it was 
formally proposed that the WEN report be accepted. 

Moved: John Roberts; seconded: Nicky Cusworth. Outcome: carried 

Item 7: Election of Office Bearers and Ordinary Council Members 
This following nominations for established Office Bearer positions were submitted in advance of 
the meeting: 

 President – Alison Preston 
 Vice President – Riko Stevens 
 Treasurer – Riko Stevens 
 Secretary – Nicky Cusworth 

Nominations received in advance of the meeting for Council Members were: 

 David Christmas 
 Alan Duncan 
 Paula Gadsby – also Women in Economics Network Chair 
 Anusha Mahendran – also Young Economists’ Network Chair 
 John Roberts 
 Cassandra Winzar 
 Yanrui Wu 

As these nominations were submitted according to the constitution and not contested or 
opposed, they were deemed accepted. 

Council had recommended to the meeting that a new office bearer position of Student 
Representative be created. Two nominations were received in advance for this proposed 
position: 

 Sheldon Brown 
 Mehardeep Kaur 

After some discussion, it was proposed that two Student Representative positions be created 
and both nominees be accepted. 

Moved: Alison Preston; seconded: John Roberts. Outcome: carried 

Two nominations for Council Members were made at the meeting – Mike Dockery and George 
Kailis. Because these nominations were received after the deadline for nominations to be 
considered at the Annual General Meeting, it was decided to present the nominations to the 
next Council meeting. 

Item 8: Other business 
Michael McLure expressed the members’ appreciation for the efforts of outgoing President John 
Roberts. 
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Item 9: Date of the next AGM 
It was proposed that the next AGM be held at a date no later than the end of September 2026. 

Meeting close 
The meeting closed at 6:15pm. It was followed by the annual dinner which included the 
presentation of student prizes and the presentation of life membership to Harry Bloch and the 
Austin Holmes Award to Alison Preston. Alison also delivered the address during the dinner.  

 


