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Event details Forum program

The Economic Forum is being hosted on Tuesday 23 July 2019, at 
Curtin University’s School of Business in Perth, 78 Murray Street.  
Register via our website at www.esawa.org.au.

 $85 for members
 $120 for non-members
 $45 for full-time student members

Includes smörgåsbord lunch at Miss Maud Restaurant, and 
morning and afternoon teas at the workshop venue.

Registrations close 19 July.

8.30 - 9.00 Registration

9.00 - 9.15 Welcome
Rebecca White, Senior Policy Analyst, Department of Treasury, WA

9.15 - 10.15 Keynote session
Economics; its Role in Shaping Public Policy
Professor Alan Fenna, Faculty of Business and Law, Curtin University

10.15 - 10.45 Morning tea

10.45 - 11.30 Western Australia, State of Play
Ryan Buckland, Principal Consultant at ACIL Allen Consulting

11.30 - 12.15 National and International Prospects
Aaron Walker, Senior Economist, Reserve Bank of Australia

12.15 - 13.30 Smörgåsbord lunch at Miss Maud Restaurant

13.30 - 14.15 Foreign Direct Investment, the Pitfalls, Risks, and how to Mitigate the Risks
Professor Colin Roberts, Adjunct Professor, Curtin Faculty of Science & 
Engineering.

14.15 - 15.00 Economics and Public Policy in the Energy Sector
Antonia Cornwell, Economist, Policy, Commercial Business Unit, Synergy 
(Electricity Generation and Retail Corporation, WA)

15.00 - 15.30 Afternoon tea

15.30 - 16.45 Panel session
Public Policy and the Economy
Panel Chair:
Dr Silvia Salazar, Research Fellow, Bankwest Curtin Economics Centre
Panel Members:
Andrew Dolling, Director, Economic Policy, Department of Treasury, WA
Annette Perrin, Director, Creational Consulting Pty Ltd
Rebecca Cassells, Principal Research Fellow, Bankwest Curtin Economics 
Centre and Chair ACT Women in Economics Network

16.45 - 17.00 Closing address
Peter Kolf, President, Economic Society of Australia (WA Branch)

17.00 Sundowner

http://www.esawa.org.au


About the speakers About the speakers

Rebecca White
Senior Policy Analyst, Department of Treasury, WA
Rebecca is an experienced economist and policy analyst, having 
held senior policy development and Ministerial advisory roles in  WA 
State Development and Transport departments. She is currently a 
member of the Energy Transformation Implementation Unit, which 
is helping drive electricity market reforms in WA.
Rebecca is also a committee member of the Women in Economics 
Network (WA Branch).

Professor Alan Fenna 
Faculty of Business and Law, Curtin University
Professor Alan Fenna researches and supervises postgraduate 
students in Australian government and politics, public policy, and 
comparative federalism. He is the author of Australian Public Policy, 
2nd edn (2004); co-editor of Government and Politics in Australia, 
10th edn (2013); co-author of Comparative Federalism: a systematic 
inquiry, 2nd edn (2015); co-author of Interrogating Public Policy 
Theory: a political values perspective (2019); and author or co-
author of a range of journal articles and book chapters.
He has recently completed research on inequality and the 
distributional effects of the Australian welfare state and an 
international research project on the dynamics of federal systems.

Ryan Buckland
Principal Consultant at ACIL Allen Consulting
Ryan Buckland is a professional economist with nine years post-
grad experience. Before joining ACIL Allen he spent 15 months 
as a Client Manager and Senior Economist at Deloitte Access 
Economics’ Perth office.  Prior to this, Ryan was an economist and 
policy advisor at the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of WA. 
Ryan’s career has been built on advising public and private sectors 
on strategies and actions to deal with ever changing economic, 
financial and social conditions. He has contributed to and led a 
range of engagements, including market and economic contribution 
studies, economic impact assessments, macroeconomic analysis, 
and public finance related advisory.

Aaron Walker 
Senior Economist, Reserve Bank of Australia
Aaron heads the Reserve Bank’s Perth Office and is responsible 
for the operation of the Bank’s Liaison Program in Western 
Australia. The Perth Office conducts meetings with businesses 
and organisations all year round to gain a deeper understanding of 
economic conditions in the state, including in regional areas. Aaron 
holds a double degree in Economics and Commerce and First Class 
Honours in Economics from the University of Western Australia.

Professor Colin Roberts
Adjunct Professor, Curtin Faculty of Science & Engineering
Professor Colin Roberts has more than 40 years of experience 
as an international investment expert, arbitrator, engineer, 
geo/petro-strategist in the mineral and petroleum industries.  
He specialises in the areas of foreign direct investment (FDI) 
strategy, engineering, international trade & investment law, 
law of treaties, law of the sea, competition law and dispute 
resolution.  
Colin regularly advises governments on the attraction of FDI 
and corporations that meet the highest ethical standards, on the 
mitigation of non-technical risks, particularly sovereign risk.

Antonia Cornwell, Economist
Policy, Commercial Business Unit, Synergy
Antonia is a senior economist with the Policy Team in Synergy’s 
Commercial Business Unit. Antonia’s role is multi-faceted.  She 
conducts research on issues of economic interest to the 
business; manages and coordinates Synergy’s collaborative 
R&D activities, particularly with universities; and contributes to 
business submissions on energy policy issues. She has a keen 
interest in the role of new energy technologies in the move to an 
intelligent energy future, and is Synergy’s representative for 
the state government’s working groups on future battery 
industries and electric vehicles.

Dr Silvia Salazar 
Research Fellow, Bankwest Curtin Economics Centre
Silvia Salazar is a micro-econometric researcher specialised 
in development economics and time use. Her research focuses 
on gender and indigenous inequalities in the labour market 
as well as on the implications of unpaid work in the economic 
theory. Silvia obtained her PhD at the Paris School of 
Economics and has previously held academic and teaching 
positions at the University of Paris 1 – Sorbonne, the University 
of Paris 13 and the Dom Bosco Catholic University.



About the speakers Sponsorship opportunities

The Economic Society appreciates any contributions to the association. Without the ongoing 
support of our executive committee, members, guest speakers and sponsors, events such 
as this annual Economics Forum would not be possible.
Opportunities are still available to sponsor the association on an annual basis, as well as 
particular events in our program. 
Sponsorship opportunities for this Economic Forum are for all or part of:

• morning and afternoon tea (approx. $500 each)

• lunch and the sundowner (approx. $1,000 each)

As part of the sponsorship your branding will be included on all promotional materials and 
you will be provided with a 5-minute speaking opportunity.
Please contact admin@esawa.org.au if you would like more information on sponsorship 
opportunities.

Andrew Dolling 
Director Economic Policy, Department of Treasury, WA
Andrew helps lead the Government’s Microeconomic Reform 
Agenda and Better Regulation Unit. This work includes supporting 
cross sector red tape reduction, leading and supporting major 
regulatory reforms, and undertaking 90 Day Regulatory Mapping 
projects to reduce barriers in priority sectors of the economy. The 
better regulation team takes a highly collaborative approach (with 
business and other government agencies) and is determined to 
support a strong, competitive and diversified economy for Western 
Australia.

Annette Perrin 
Director Creational Consulting Pty Ltd
Annette provides business consulting services specialising 
in governance and leadership matters, strategic planning, 
commercial guidance and regulatory advice.
Annette enjoys working with boards, helping them articulate 
and realise strategies efficiently and effectively, whilst helping 
translate them in a tactical and operational way that achieves 
high performance. Her experience as an Executive, Director and 
Chairperson of the Board, coupled with her work with governance 
teams, positions her perfectly to provide grounded and complete 
guidance on complex matters facing contemporary boards.

Rebecca Cassells
Principal Research Fellow, Bankwest Curtin Economics Centre and 
Chair ACT Women in Economics Network
Rebecca is a Principal Research Fellow with the Bankwest Curtin 
Economics Centre and oversees the Centre’s Research Impact 
and Engagement Strategy, Focus on the States and Gender Equity 
research series. Prior to her role at BCEC, Rebecca worked as an 
independent consultant, working with state and federal government 
departments on a number of major economic evaluations. She 
spent many years with the National Centre for Social and Economic 
Modelling (NATSEM) where she led the Women, Children and 
Families team and managed the AMP.NATSEM report series.

Peter Kolf 
President, Economic Society of Australia, WA Branch
Peter is chair of WA’s electricity market and gas Rule Change 
Panel and until April 2018, was for a time chair of WA’s Independent 
Market Operator. He is also the director of KPK Specialist Advisory 
Services Pty Ltd having extensive experience in the energy and 
utility industries, telecommunications and in economic regulation. 
Peter retired as Chief Executive Officer of WA’s Economic 
Regulation Authority in 2010.  

mailto:admin@esawa.org.au


About the Economic Society

The Economic Society of Australia is a not-for-profit professional association 
established to bring together economists in academia, government bodies 
and industry, to enable networking and exchange of knowledge and ideas. In 
particular we:
• Promote the study of economics and its application in Australia;
• Assist in the training and professional development of economists;
• Encourage informed debate on economic questions; and
• Publish journals and other materials in the economics area.

Scan the QR code to 
find out more

We are proud to have two associated committees - The Women in Economics 
Network and The Young Economists Network - which provide specialist support 
to promote economics amongst women, students and young professionals.


