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Snapshot Of The WA Public Sector  

The pervasive influence of economics points to a fundamentally 

successful intellectual program 

I&F (45 FTE, $8m) 

Treasury (270 FTE, $51m) 

General Government 
Operating Sector (95,000 
FTE, $27B Revenue, $29B 
expenses, $147B in Assets, 
$37B Liabilities) 

Total Public Sector ($44B 
Revenue, $188B Assets & 
$79B Liabilities)  

• Treasury 
o Forecasting 

o Microeconomic Reform 

o Public sector finance 

o Public policy 

• General Government 
• Funding of hospitals and schools 

• Regulation 

• Policy design 

• Regional development 

• Economic development 

• Public Financial and Non-financial 

Corporations 
• Public finance 

• Insurance & superannuation 

• Electricity & water 

• Ports, road, rail 
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Is Economics and are Economists Contributing?  

Concern seems to reflect a loss of authority and legitimacy 
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Public Value  

There is an apparent disconnect between economic performance & 

public attitudes 

Who has gained from 26 years of 

uninterrupted economic growth? 

5% of people believe they have personally 

gained a lot 

31% of people are finding it difficult to live on 

their current income 

74% of people believe large corporations have 

gained a lot 

79% of people believe the gap between the 

richest and poorest Australians is not 

acceptable 

Top five critical paths for Australia as a 

nation… 

1. High quality and accessible public hospitals 

2. Strong regulation to limit foreign ownership 

of Australian land/assets 

3. High quality and choice of aged care 

services 

4. Increased pension payments 

5. Tough criminal laws and criminal 

sentences 

SOURCE: CEDA COMMUNITY PULSE 2018: THE ECONOMIC DISCONNECT 
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Public Value  

Perceived risks are increasingly existential in nature and expectations 

about the prospects of the next generation are not high 
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Public Value  

The community’s pessimism about the future is shared by experts 



Department of Treasury 

Rebuilding Legitimacy and Authority 

Appeals to the evidence may not be particularly influential 

• Scepticism about expertise and 

experts generally 

• Discriminating between fact and 

opinion 

• Significant “noise” 

• The statistics themselves may 

simply not be relevant 


